Couple’s Checklist for Marriage Preparation
The following are the Diocese of Fargo requirements that must be met by the couple prior to the wedding.This checklist will help ensure that all areas of preparation are completed prior to the wedding date.  The order as listed should be viewed as a guide rather than a rule. (For example, it is alright to register for the Pre-Marriage Seminar prior to registering for Natural Family Planning courses.)
1. ___ Meet with priest to reserve wedding date by paying St. Michael’s Church stipend (must be at least 6 months prior to the desired wedding date)

2. ___Complete Pre-Marriage Inventory and Feedback Sessions with priest (or sponsoring couple when possible)
3. ___ Secure a copy of the following documents to give to priest:

a. ___ Recently issued Baptismal certificates
Note: These can be obtained by contacting the church in which you were baptized and confirmed and asking for the appropriate certificates.  Please have them sent directly to St. Michael’s Church.
4. ___ Register for Natural Family Planning (NFP) classes
a. ___ Give certificate of attendance to priest

5. ___ Register for a Pre-Marriage Weekend Seminar—must be completed 2-3 months prior to the wedding
Note: These are held in Grand Forks, Fargo, and other cities.
a. ___ Give certificate of attendance to priest

6. ___ Set up an appointment with the Liturgy & Music Coordinator to select and approve music for ceremony and review guidelines for use of parish facilities

7. ___ Set up rehearsal time with priest

8. ___ Purchase Civil Wedding License 
Note: these can be obtained from a county courthouse in North Dakota.  
a. ___ Deliver to parish office at least 3 days prior to the wedding **must be in the court return envelope**

9. ___ Bring a copy of the completed wedding program to the Rehearsal
